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We may fear that, if we do not go to jail, the enemy will look
on us as cowards and we shall be dishonoured. When the enemy
believes that we are cowards but actually we are not, the hour of
our victory draws near because what seems to be our cowardliness
is our strength and the enemy's illusion misleads him. How can he
who prays only for God's help be ever dishonoured? One can be
dishonoured only if one does anything even slightly unworthy.
We do not wish to avoid imprisonment through fear of jail. But we
should avoid it through fear of acting thoughtlessly or out of pride
or through fear of encouraging violence. We may desist from
courting imprisonment, not in order to please the enemy, but to
please ourselves. Having abandoned the idea of going to jail,
should we not get ready for hanging?
We should not do what the enemy wishes us to do. Just
now, he wants us to get more angry still. He is trying to provoke
us. He is shaking his fist defiantly at us, he looks angrily at us,
growling and shaking his mane. If we allow ourselves to be pro-
voked, we shall fall. His weapons are pride, hypocrisy, disregard
for all restraint, and intimidation. Ours are peace and humility.
We shall not mind if the enemy regards or describes us as frigh-
tened, but we cannot afford to see it proved that we have broken
our pledge.
This is why I have decided that our first atonement is to leave
the prisoners out of account for the time being. Having com-
mitted mistakes, we have lost our power to secure the release of the
prisoners through our own efforts, and they do not want to be
released through the Government's favour. If they are released
by the Government on its own, they will be unhappy and we
shall feel humiliated.
It is not as if we can get them released only by going to jail.
We can secure their release through the power of truth and by
remaining faithful to the pledge. Just as we can show our strength
by going to jail, so can we also by doing constructive work. Our
strength consists not in actually doing a particular thing but in
the spirit in which it is done. One who goes to jail out of shame
is not a man of strength but, when the occasion for going to jail
arises, one who declines to do so even at the risk of being re-
garded as a coward may be a strong man. Strength lies in being
true to ourselves in action,
If India or Gujarat carries out the constructive work in a
month's time, it can secure the release of prisoners within that
period. It is not at all difficult to do this if we have the services
of many honest, thoughtful and well-known men as